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symptoms are fairly constant, the swelling alone is sufficient for most farmers to recognize bloat.
Treatment
If the animal is only slightly bloated, exercise may be all that is necessary. Some advise running the animal, but this is not considered good practice. A mild bloat may be relieved by merely placing a piece of rope, smeared with pine tar, through the mouth and tied back of the horns. This will cause the animal to chew the rope and the flow of saliva will be increased. The cow soon starts to belch gas and the swelling in the flank often goes down without further treatment. It is useless to dash cold water against the sides of an animal affected with bloat. The mouth gag and slow walking will help most of the mild cases.
If the bloating is severe and the animal is breathing with great difficulty, it will be necessary to give immediate relief. This is done by tapping or puncturing the rumen and allowing the gas to escape. Tapping is best done with a trocar and cannula. Both of these instruments may be purchased from any stockman's supply house. It would be well to have these instruments at hand for just such cases of emergency. If the owner does not possess a trocar, some neighbor probably has one. If one is not available and a veterinarian cannot be secured, an ordinary pocket knife will suffice. This, of course, is a crude operation and is not advised except in an emergency. Make the puncture directly over the place of greatest distention. Push the trocar and the cannula through the skin and on through into the rumen. Pull out the trocar and the gas will immediately escape from the opening in the cannula which is left in the animal. Pour into the paunch through the opening in the cannula, a pint of warm water in which has been mixed a teaspoonful of lysol or some other coal-tar disinfectant. Allow the cannula to remain in the side of the animal until the bloating or fermentation in the rumen ceases. It sometimes happens that certain animals need to be